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Welcome to everyone
Introductions – Checking the FB feed
A few announcements
• If you’re on Zoom, you might want to remain on mute if your surroundings get a little 

noisy. 
• You may have some reactions buttons below you can use or you can pop into the chat. 

Feel free to use those. 
• When you do talk , you might want to say who you are before you start because not 

everyone can see everyone’s square!
• It’s okay if things get awkward or jumpy – we’re all in this together!

• If you’re watching on Facebook, our committee member Rebecca is monitoring the chat 
box, so if you have something to add or a question to ask, please comment! And hit 
those likes and hearts if you hear something you agree with! 

• Other than that, we’ll muddle through together. I can repeat anything if my connection 
gets a little jumpy. Feel free to ask questions about anything here as we go along. 

• First, how is everyone? We want you to know that we appreciate you coming in today. 
• Has anyone in the Zoom caught any Austen related content of note? Movies, webcasts? 
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Is anyone following along with Jennifer Ehle as she reads P&P?
• Other announcements?  - We’ll be reading selections from Austen’s Juvenilia at the end of 

May. The information is on our site and facebook page. 

• Okay. . . Mini-presentation - -- call up power point – slide show – share screen. 
• Check if sharing
• Presentation. 
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GOING THE 
DISTANCE IN 
PRIDE AND 
PREJUDICE

from Meryton to 

London to Brighton to 

Kent to Derbyshire

Going the distance in pride and prejudice

Osher Lifelong Learning Classes Fresno State
Second section, I used these maps from the JASNA site
Thought I’d do an overview of the travel in the novel – since we cannot!
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MAP FROM JASNA

in the reminder email
in the Zoom chat
in the FB Event
on the FB Page

This is the map from JASNA. 
It was attached to the email I sent to the list yesterday. Also in the Zoom Chat and in the FB 
event and on our FB page if you’d like to download it. 

Overview of locations – P&P is a bit more eastern than say Sense and Sensibility. 
More “North and South” if you will. 
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MOVEMENT OF THE HEROINES:

• Fanny: to Mansfield Park, then back to Portsmouth. 

• Catherine: to Bath then Northanger Abbey. 

• Dashwoods: To London and back 

• Anne: Kellynch/Uppercross to Bath, then Lyme, back to Bath

• Emma: to Box Hill

• Elizabeth: to Kent then Derbyshire. 

Jane: to London

Lydia: to Brighton

Touch on the travels of the heroines in general. 
Secondary characters also travel in all of the novels, but looking at the heroines:
Review the trips
Plot devices, characterization revealed, and effects of the travel often contributes to the 
tone of the novels 
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“HOW DID YOU TRAVEL?”

Mrs. Jennings in "Sense and 
Sensibility" asks of the Misses Steele

most readers don’t realize how arduous travel was in Austen’s day. As Mrs. Jennings 
in Sense and Sensibility so aptly asks of the Misses Steele, “How did you travel?”
Not just about the conveyance. . . But the quality of the travel. 
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ROADS

Maryland Road being Macadamized, 1823

First thing that affected the quality of the travel were the conditions of the Road “50 miles 
of good road” as Darcy says. 
While distances are not large by modern (or American standards) there was a lot to 
consider:

condition of the roads varied widely from good to deplorable, 
each parish was responsible for the maintenance of its own thoroughfares. 
Good roads were paved with large stones but most country roads were dirty, muddy and in 
foul weather, dangerous.
Horses could be injured and carriages damaged on them. 

The most modern roads were Macadamized – invented by John McAdam
Small gravel stones over a base of large ones to keep the surface smooth
“50 miles of good road” may have referred to this type of road given the roads just outside 
of London in either direction. 

There were road guides published at the time
Paterson’sBritish Itinerary and John Cary’s New Itinerary
published routings, mileages, stage and mail coach departures and arrival times,
principal sights and inns in each town.
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You could plan a decent route if you had the time to do so. 
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COACHES

Horseback travel over long distances was usually reserved for men, but in general – unless 
going a full gallop the whole way, the distances covered was about the same as a coach 
with two teams of horses. The advantage: lighter travel and fewer stops. 

In general, the average speed for travel by horseback or by coach was about 7.5 miles per 
hour – give or take the conditions. 
Coaches required resting the horses, so most of the time folks hired or rented teams and 
switched them every 12 miles or so, giving everyone a chance to stretch their legs. 

Private coach or stage/mail coach – pulled my more horses, but had more weight. 
• Stage coaches were quicker but less comfortable
• Packed with people and luggage
• Drove all night
• Tended to tip because they were topheavy – accidents
• They tended to not stop as long for rests/changes of horses

Private coaches – pulled by fewer horses, less weight. 
• More comfortable and could take longer breaks if needed. 
• Tended to run slower, especially if they owned the horses instead of hired them and 
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switched them out at stops. They’d have to stop earlier in the day to rest the horses 
overnight instead of getting a fresh team to continue the journey. 

Women generally couldn’t respectably travel unattended, 
and so were often at the mercy of the schedules of men and availability of manservants or 
relatives.
Issues of safety as well as propriety. 

Also: No Traveling on Sundays.  coaches didn’t run on Sunday and wealthy people with their 
own carriages were expected to honor the Sabbath. 
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7.5 MIILES 
PER HOUR

Average speed of a 

private coach

50-60 MILES

General distance 

traveled in a day 

Horses changed every 12 miles on average, 

adding about 3 hours on to the trip.

Total average daily trip: 10 hours

7.5 miles per hour – average speed of a coach
50 60 miles – general distance reasonably travel in a day and keep horses, coach, and 
nerves intact. 
Horses changed out every 12 miles or so  - about 30 minutes a stop unless stopping for a 
meal. 
Average travel time for a full day’s mileage was around 8-10 hours. 

More than that and you’d be pushing the horses. 
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INNS

In order to switch out horses and provide a place for travelers to rest
Network of inns developed all over England
Domestic Travel was very popular in the late 19th and early 19th century, so it was a 
lucrative business. 

Every town (above the size of a laborers village) would have had an inn
Hire horses
Have a meal or a mug of ale
Hire a room if staying overnight

Inn comfort varied greatly. London and more established cities had several to varying 
degrees of cost and comfort. 
Travelers often let rooms there for days or upwards of a week. 
Travelers – letting rooms or not – would travel with their own linen and silverware, though. 

Locals often used the inn as a local watering hole and a quick restaurant. 
Kitty and Lydia order a luncheon for themselves, Elizabeth, Jane and Marial Lucas upon 
their return from London. 
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FROM MERYTON TO THE WORLD

So, were is everything in relation to Meryton –
Assuming Meryton is in the vicinity of the real-life town of Hatfield in Hertfordshire:
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MERYTON TO LONDON

25 MILES

1 CHANGE OF HORSES

3.5 HOURS

1 MORNING'S TRAVEL

MERYTON TO BRIGHTON

93 MILES

8 CHANGES OF HORSES

16.5 HOURS 

2 DAYS ON THE ROAD

MERYTON TO KENT

50 MILES

4 CHANGES OF HORSES

8.6 HOURS

1 FULL DAY OF TRAVEL

MERYTON TO PEMBERLEY

144 MILES

12 CHANGES OF HORSES

25 HOURS

3.5 DAYS ON THE ROAD

M E R Y TO N  TO  LO N D O N

25 MILES

1 CHANGE OF HORSES

3.5 HOURS

1 MORNING'S TRAVEL

M E R Y TO N  TO  K E N T

50 MILES

4 CHANGES OF HORSES

8.6 HOURS
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1 FULL DAY OF TRAVEL

M E R Y TO N  TO  B R I G H TO N

93 MILES

8 CHANGES OF HORSES

16.5 HOURS 

2 DAYS ON THE ROAD

M E R Y TO N  TO  P E M B E R L E Y

144 MILES

12 CHANGES OF HORSES

25 HOURS

3.5 DAYS ON THE ROAD
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WHAT IMPACT 
DOES ALL OF 
THIS TRAVEL 
HAVE ON THE 
STORY?

• Money

• Freedom

• Transition

• Destabilization

• Known and Unknown

• Understanding of Self

WHAT IMPACT DOES ALL OF THIS TRAVEL HAVE ON THE 
STORY?

• Money  - having the experience 

of travel upon invitation or 

being able to go at the drop of 

a hat

• Freedom – needing an escort, 

also freedom from one’s family. 
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. . Or isolation from one’s 

family.

• Transition  - some of the 

journeys are during the time a 

character is waiting or in 

transition

• Destabilization  - some journeys 

cause chaos and confusion

• Known and Unknown – some 

journeys lead to more questions. 

Some lead to more answers. 

• Understanding of Self – some 

journeys allow space and time 

to think. Some allow the 

characters to experience each 

other in various surroundings. 

12



QUESTIONS/
DISCUSSION

What do you think? 
What thoughts to you have about travel, distances, or journeys in regard to P&P?
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