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Gothic - Etymology

• Origin: Gothic first used to describe Germanic tribes 

in Europe such as the Goths, Visigoths, and the 

Ostrogoths in the 3rd, 4th, and 5th centuries.

• 17th century: Art and Architecture – Pointed arches, 

vaults, flying buttresses, spiral staircases, stained 

glass windows, and long corridors with no windows.

• 18th century: Synonymous with Middle Ages –

chaotic, unenlightened, and superstition

• 19th century: Literary Style



William Beckford – Fonthill Abbey



The Gothic Novel

• Horace Walpole’s The Castle of 

Otranto (1765)



Elements of the Gothic Novel

• A castle, intact or ruined, haunted

or not.

• Ruined buildings, which are 

sinister or arouse a pleasing 

melancholy.



Elements of the Gothic Novel

• Crypts, cemeteries, dungeons, 

underground passages, 

catacombs, attics

• Labyrinths, dark corridors, 

winding stairs



Elements of the Gothic Novel

• Shadows, moonlight in the 

blackness, flickering candles, 

failing light such as a candle 

blown out or a gaslight failure



Elements of the Gothic Novel

• Extreme landscapes: thick forests, 

bogs, treacherous mountains, 

extreme weather



Elements of the Gothic Novel

• Omens, talisman, ancestral curses

• Magic, supernatural

manifestations, or suggestions of 

the supernatural



Elements of the Gothic Novel

• A willful villain, hero, villain-

turned-hero (or vice versa)



Elements of the Gothic Novel

• A curious heroine with a tendency 

to faint, need rescuing, and/or 

has a wild imagination



Elements of the Gothic Novel

• A character whose true identity is 

revealed by the end of the novel



Elements of the Gothic Novel

• Horrifying or terrifying events 

(real, imagined, or threatened)



Famous Examples of the Gothic Novel

• Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein

(1818)

• Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre 

(1847)

• Robert Louis Stevenson’s Strange 

Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

(1886)

• Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1897)

• Henry James’ Turn of the Screw 

(1898)



Female Gothic Novel Authors

• Charlotte Dacre

• Ann Radcliffe

• Mary Shelley

• Charlotte Perkins Gilman

• Susan Hill

• Kate Mosse



Gothic Elements in Northanger Abbey

• A Castle, intact or ruined, Haunted or Not

• Ruined buildings, which are sinister or arouse a pleasing 
melancholy

• Crypts, cemeteries, dungeons, underground passages, 
catacombs, attics

• Labyrinths, dark corridors, winding stairs 

• Shadows, moonlight in the blackness, flickering candles, failing 
light such as a candle blown out or a gaslight failure

• Extreme landscapes as in thick forests, bogs, treacherous 
mountains, extreme weather

• Omens, talismans, ancestral curses

• Magic, supernatural manifestations, or suggestions of the 
supernatural

• A willful villain, hero, villain-turned-hero (vice versa)

• A curious heroine with a tendency to faint, need rescuing, has a 
wild imagination

• A character whose true identity is revealed by the end of the 
novel

• Horrifying or terrifying events or the treat of such happenings



Gothic Elements in Northanger Abbey

“The constriction of the heroine’s role matches 

conduct-book rhetoric about female domesticity 

and the widening gap between male and female 

spheres. While a few [gothic novels] contain a 

pessimism so deeply imbrued as to kill off all the 

characters in a grand bloodbath finale, most of the 

[gothic novels] end with what would be a fairy-tale 

marriage, were it not for the carnage that has 

often proceeded it.” -Toni Wein, British Identities, Heroic 

Nationalisms, and the Gothic Novel



Gothic Elements in Northanger Abbey



Gothic Elements in Northanger Abbey

“The gallery was terminated by folding doors, which Miss Tilney, 
advancing, had thrown open, and passed through, and seemed on 
the point of doing the same by the first door to the left, in another 
long reach of gallery, when General, coming forwards, called her 
hastily, and, as Catherine thought, rather angrily back, demanding 
whither she were going? And did he not suppose her friend might 
be glad of some refreshment after so much exercise? Miss Tilney 
drew back directly and heavy doors were closed upon the mortified 
Catherine, who, having seen, in the momentary glance beyond 
them, a narrower passage, more numerous openings, and 
symptoms of a winding staircase, believed herself at last within the 
reach of something worth her notice; and felt, as she unwillingly 
paced back the gallery, that she would rather be allowed to examine 
that end of the house, than see all the finery of all the rest.” 

–Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey



Northanger Abbey: A Gothic Novel and a Parody

Gothic Novel

• Themes

• Use of gothic novel to 

achieve satire

Satire

• Sentiment vs Sense

• Reality vs Fantasy



Northanger Abbey - 1986



Northanger Abbey - 2007



Gothic Literature

• Reality Questioned

• Imagination

• Reflection of Author

• Perception of Reader

Questions?


