
Presented by Erin Connor



Slave Trade Timeline



Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade



Slavery & Jane Austen

“Did not you hear me ask him about the slave-trade last night?

I did – and was in hopes the question would be followed up by 
others. It would have pleased your uncle to be inquired of farther.

I longed to do it – but there was such a dead silence!”

-Mansfield Park, 1814



References to Slavery and 
Abolition

• Lord Mansfield

• Robert Norris, famous slave trader

• John Norris, cruel pro-slavery leader in Thomas Clarkson’s History of 
the Rise, Progress, and Accomplishment of the Abolition of the 
African Slave Trade (p. 1808)

• Dido Elizabeth Belle V. Fanny Price



Important Court Cases

Somerset V. Stewart

• "The state of slavery is of such a 
nature that it is incapable of being 
introduced on any reasons, moral or 
political, but only by positive law, 
which preserves its force long after the 
reasons, occasions, and time itself 
from whence it was created, is erased 
from memory. It is so odious, that 
nothing can be suffered to support it, 
but positive law. Whatever 
inconveniences, therefore, may follow 
from the decision, I cannot say this 
case is allowed or approved by the law 
of England; and therefore the black 
must be discharged.“

– Lord Mansfield, 1772

Gregson v. Gilbert 

• Zong Massacre (1781) – mass killing 
of 133 African slaves during the 
Middle Passage

• Insurance Claim on slaves who died –
Lord Mansfield found in favor of 
insurance company

• Effect on public opinion and the 
abolitionist movement



Exploring Jane Austen & The Slave 
Trade

Books

• Jane Austen in the Context of 
Abolition: “A Fling at the Slave Trade”
by Gabrielle D. V. White

• Jane Austen: A Life by Claire Tomalin

• The Real Jane Austen: A Life in Small 
Things by Paul Byrne

Film

• Patricia Rozema’s Mansfield Park
(1999)

• Amma Asante’s Dido (2014)

Questions?


